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able to conduct our meetings without such noises. And if we do
not attract vast crowds without such noises we shall fare all the better
without them. I would regard a district or tahsil that cannot be
brought under such restraint to be unfit for civil disobedience.
Picketing should be regarded with the gravest suspicion. There is
no doubt that it has not everywhere been of a strictly non-violent
nature. There has been verbal violence or a show of violence.
It is better therefore to suspend picketing at least for the time being
or till we have attained much greater self-control and gained greater
experience. We may confine our attention just now to working
among the drinking class.
HAJEITALS
The hartals wherever the Prince is taken may be proclaimed if
absolute peace can be guaranteed and compulsion of any kind
whatever avoided- If the tram-cars run, we must not interfere with
them. If the people use them, we know that they do not want
to join us. If a single man wishes to keep his shop open, we
must protect him in his freedom. It has a great value only if it
is strictly voluntary,
PARSIS AND CHRISTIANS
Parsis and Christians of Bombay have before them a time of
great trial and temptation. It is just possible that they will be
tempted to file complaints against Hindus and Mussulmans. It
will be a fatal blunder to succumb to the temptation. They ought
to rise to the occasion and refrain from seeking relief or reparation
through courts of law. Quarrels are sometimes inevitable in spite
of the best of precautions. They know that the sanest element
among Hindus and Mussulmans deeply regret the unfortunate quarrel
and are ashamed of the Hindu and Mussulman aggression. Parsis
and Christians should now seek only such relief as a non-official
committee can secure for them. Whilst it is true that Hindus and
Mussulmans must keep their heads cool even if the latter seek
reparation through the Government, they will put a severe strain
upon human nature if they prefer official action to non-official.
OF THE GOVERNMENT
Correspondents, whilst congratulating me for apologizing to
the Parsis, Christians and Jews, have rebuked me for not doing
likewise by the Government. In making the suggestion, they have
missed the central point of apology. I cannot apologize to a
. system of its administrators when that system is responsible for the
troubles at least equally with, if not more than, non-cg-operators,